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BRIEF RECENSION OF 13
Once again a statue said: O king, listen.
One time the king went upon a pilgrimage to sacred fords. And near the stream of
the Ganges he rested in a temple of the Spotless Lord. There at night a certain brah-
man, who was carried away by the Ganges, cried out: " Ho, let some one save me, I
am sinking! " But no one entered the water. Thereupon the king pulled the brahman
out. The brahman said: " You have saved my life. Now I have performed a magic
charm, standing for twelve years up to the waist in water by the bank of the Narmada;
and the fruits of this performance are the power to die when I wish, and the powers
of going to heaven with my body and of mounting a vimana [celestial car-palace].
All this merit I give to you." Hearing these words a brahman-raksasa, who dwelt
in a holy fig-tree, of hideous and terrible aspect, with bristling hair, and reduced
to a mere skeleton, came and stood before the king. The king said: "Who are you ? "
He replied: " O king, I was the town-sacrificer for this city, but by the acceptance of
forbidden gifts I became a brahman-raksasa. Five thousand years have past by, and
even now there is no release." The king said: " Let heaven be yours by means of the
merit which I have acquired today." When the king had spoken thus, the raksasa
mounted on the vimana and went to heaven.
The statue said: O king, let him ascend this throne who has such magnanimity.
Here ends the thirteenth story
JAINISTIC RECENSION OF 13
When Tung Bhoja again on another occasion had made complete preparations for
the coronation-rite and was ascending the throne, the thirteenth statue said: "O
king, he who has magnanimity like Vikramaditya's mounts upon this throne." And
when the king askt " Of what sort was this magnanimity ? " the statue said: " O
king, in the words of the verse:
1.   The king once saved the life of a certain brahman who had strayed into a
river-stream;   and having received from him an excellent magic root, was re-
suming his journey.   But on the way he saw a man afflicted with misfortune,
and straightway gave him his [the brahman's] root.   Hear ye! who is there so
supremely compassionate as he ?
In Avantl-eity, the noble King Vikrama. One time as he was wandering in foreign
parts, for the purpose of seeing the world, he came to a certain city. In a temple on
the bank of a river outside of this city many clever people were displaying to each
other their skill in discussing learned topics. But when the king came up and heard the
talk of those people, imagining themselves wise with then: false learning, he said:
** Listen now !
2.   The meaning that is extracted from a sacred text, or that is derived from
reasoning, should be accepted (only) after being carefully examined, like gold.
Why accept it merely because it is the dogma of your sect?
3.   The two ears are made for hearing, and the voice and mind for discussion
and reflection.   If a man does not reflect on what he hears, how shall lie get any
good from it ?
4.   As one looks carefully with, his eyes as lie walks, for poisonous thorns, ser-
pents, and vermin, and so avoids them all, so you (should) carefully look out for